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Kathleen Kirk Gilmore unlocked the mystery of the location of the French explorer LaSalle's fort.   
 
  Kathleen Kirk Gilmore was in midlife before she pursued her childhood passion for 
archaeology. 
  Although she was 58 when she received her doctorate in anthropology, she became an 
authority on Spanish Colonial archaeology. Her accomplishments include unlocking one 
of the most elusive mysteries of Texas history - the location of the French explorer 
LaSalle's fort. 
  Dr. Gilmore, 95, pursued her passion to the very end of her life. She was working on the 
title page of her yet-to-be completed book on a Spanish captain while she was in the 
emergency room Thursday at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Dallas - just before she 
died. 
  Services will be at 4 p.m. today at Sparkman/Hillcrest Funeral Home in Dallas. 
"To me she was just a regular mother," said her daughter Pat Gilmore of Dallas. "She 
wanted all of us to find something to do that we would enjoy as a career-life passion like 
she had." 



  Dr. Gilmore was born in Altus, Okla., and grew up in Tulsa. 
  She had worked since she was in junior high school, including while she earned a 
bachelor's degree in geology from the University of Oklahoma. She could not find work 
as a geologist - a field then dominated by men - but settled for a position as a secretary 
for a Houston geologist. 
  During World War II, she was able to work as a geologist. 
  She married Robert Beattie Gilmore, who was transferred to Dallas and became 
president of De Golyer and MacNaughton, the prominent petroleum consulting firm. 
Together, the couple raised four children. Mr. Gilmore died in 2000. 
  resumed her college studies. She received her doctorate in anthropology from Southern 
Methodist University in 1973 and began the professional phase of her career. 
  She was an adjunct professor at the University of North Texas from 1974 to 1990. She 
also continued her field work and paper research. 
  Dr. Gilmore solved the LaSalle mystery by determining that the Spanish had built a fort 
on top of the French settlement on the Texas Gulf Coast. 
  "They had to go under the Spanish artifacts in order to find the French [history]," Ms. 
Gilmore said. "Mother knew where it was, but she couldn't prove it until they excavated 
with the Texas Historical Commission." 
  Dr. Gilmore was known for immersing herself in her work. 
  "She thought you ought to be working all the time," her daughter said. "She worked on 
Saturday and Sunday, day and night, whenever she wanted to. As she got older, she had 
to squeeze in her time when she could." 
  At the time of her death, Dr. Gilmore was researching the story of a Spanish captain 
who had lived at the Presidio San Sabá. She had traveled to Spain to research archived 
correspondence written in old Spanish that reported on the progress of the New World 
settlement. 
  "She never stopped," her daughter said. "If she ever got down or blue, we would ask her 
about her work and she just brightened up. She just loved it." 
  Dr. Gilmore was president of the Society for Historical Archaeology, the Texas 
Archaeological Society and the Council of Texas Archaeologists. She served on the 
Texas Board Review, which recommends nominations for the National Register of 
Historic Places, and on the board of the Texas Historical Foundation. 
  In 1995, she was the first woman to receive the J.C. Harrington Medal in Historical 
Archaeology as an outstanding researcher, teacher and mentor. She was a staunch 
supporter of women's rights. 
  In 2008, she received the Governor's Award for Historical Preservation. 
  Dr. Gilmore is also survived by another daughter, Judy Gilmore Lepthien of Denver; 
five grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 
  Memorials may be made to the Texas Historical Commission, the Texas Archeological 
Society or the Society for Historical Preservation. 
 


